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The library moved temporarily 
to Fort William in July 1841; and 
finally to Metcalfe Hall in June 
1844. The Hall had been built to 
do honour to Charles (later Lord) 
Metcalfe, and was to house a 
public library. Later the idea of a 
new library was dropped and the 
Hall was offered to the Calcutta 








Public Library; so that from two 
separate moves came a library, 


the first of its kind in India. 
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Pyari Chand Mitra, the father 
of the Bengali novel, was Libra- 
rian from 1848 to 1866. He made 
the library a centre of literary and 
intellectual activity, 





Bipin Chandra Pal was Libra- 
rian in 1890-91. 








In the last quarter of the century the library fell into poverty and 
neglect. Visiting the place in 1899, Lord Curzon, Viceroy and Governor- 
General of India, formed a plan to consolidate its rich collections with 
those of the official Impe 








al Library, formed in 1891 by combining a 
number of secretariat libraries but reserved till then for the use of senior 
officers of the government. The Imperial Library (Indentures V 
Act was passed in 1902, and the Imperial Libr 





idation) 





opened to the public 


on 30 January 1903 at Metcalfe Hall. In his inaugural speech Lord Curzon 
said: ‘It is intended that it should be a library of reference, a work- 
ing place for students, and a repository of material for the future historians 
of India, in which, so far as possible, every work written about India at any 
time can be seen and read.’ 
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John Macfarlane from the 
British Museum was the first 
Librarian (1901-6), He arranged 
the holdings _ systematically, 
initiated the publication of 
catalogues, and improved the 


service. 


Harinath De, scholar and 
linguist, Librarian from 1907 
to 1911 








In 1923 the Imperial Library was shifted from Metcalfe Hall to a portion 
of the Foreign and Military Secretariat Building at 5 Esplanade East, where 
the National Library now has a newspaper reading room. 


John Alexander Chapman, 
Librarian from 1911 to 1930, He 
made many experiments in how 
} books may be preserved in a 


tropical climate. 
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K. M. Asadullah, Librarian 
from 1930 to 1947. He started 
library training classes in 1935 








The war made it necessary to shift the library to a private building, 
Jabakusum House, 34 Central Avenue, was the home of the Imperial 
Library from February 1942 to 1947, The library returned to 5 Esplanade 
East in carly 1948, and later in the year was shifted to Belvedere. 











The{work of Stocqueler and Curzon and of a series of good librarians 
had given India something it could call a National Library when it became 
an independent country. The Imperial Library (Change of Name) Act was 
passed in 1948 and the National Library came into being. 

The Viceregal Lodge with its lovely grounds became the permanent home 
of the National Library. 






The suggestion came from 
C. Rajagopalachari. 





‘I do not want Belvedere for 
the mere purpose of stacking 
books’, said Jawaharlal Nehru. 
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Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, 
Minister for Education, supported 
the scheme. On 1 February 1953, 
he formally opened the National 
Library to the public. 





Humayun Kabir, as Secretary 
and then as Minister for Educa- 
tion, attached himself Passionately 
to the affairs of the library. 








B, S. Kesavan, Librarian from 1948 to 1963, saw the shifting of the library 
to its new home and gave it much of its present character. 


Y. M. Mulay joined as Special Officer in 1947 and became Librarian in 


1963. 
Desraj Kalia was Librarian from November 1967 to August 1970, 








As the library developed, the main building at Belvedere was found to 
be too small, and an Annexe, nine storeys high and with an attached 
auditorium and canteen, was planned. The foundation stone was laid by 
Jawaharlal Nehru on 8 May 1961, and the building completed in 1966. 
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View of the main stack 


‘The main reading room is open from 9 to 8 on weekdays and from 10 to 
5 on Sundays and holidays. It has room for about 350 readers, and special 
accommodation for 54 research scholars in the alcoves and carrels. It has an 
open access collection of about 9000 reference books and a corner for Braille 
books. 











The lending section is in the main building. It is open from 9 to 8 on 
working days and from 10 to 5 on Sundays and holidays. Two books or six 
volumes can be borrowed at a time, for a period of two weeks, against 
deposits covering the price of the books, This section also looks after inter- 
library and international loan of documents. 


m on the second floor of the Annexe has room for 


‘The general reading roo 
50 readers. 








divisions are open from 10 to 
books division has room for 25 





von 











‘The open access science and technology division 


Gurrent gazettes and newspapers are available on the sixth floor. 








On the seventh floor are housed sections devoted to Arabic and Persians 
Urdu, and European languages. 








The Asutosh Collection on the fourth floor of the Annexe has a 
reading corner working from 10 to 5. 








‘The children’s wing, opened in 1960, was set up as model, It is open from 
10 to 5 every day, Sundays and holidays included. ‘The multilingual collec- 
tion is open access, 
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‘The bibliography division supplies select bibliographies on request to 
scholars living outside the city. 

‘The reprography division deals with microfilms, photocopies and xerox 
prints. 

‘The Readers’ Hostel is meant for scholars from outside the city, It has 
room for 8; the charges are Rs. 2 per head per day, No catering is offered. 
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The Library's catalogues are available in published form and also on 
cards, A general view of the Card Catalogue Room of the main building. 





Printed catalogues and other publications. Descriptive list is at 
Appendix B 








Preservation of rare books is of the greatest importance in a tropical 
climate. The work is shared by the laboratory,. .. 
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«spreservation, rare books, and re; 





prography divisions. The processes and 
methods are: disinfection, fumigation, testing of papers, deacidification, 


Special treatment with preservative mixtures, lamination, mending and 
binding of documents,... 
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..microfilming and photo-reproduction, and air-conditioned storage of 
rare books. 





Gifts from individuals and government departments helped to build up 
the library in its early days. The first two gifts of importance were: the 
Buhar Collection of books and manuscripts in Arabic, Persian and Urdu 
from the Zamindar of Buhar (1904), and the Tripura_Collection of books 
from the Maharaja of Tripura. 

The government of Bengal offered books received by the government 
under the Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867. 








The most splendid bequest, the personal collection of Sir Asutosh 
Mukhopadhyay, came to the library in 1949; the 76,000 volumes cover the 


whole range of the humanities and the sciences. 








41 





Sapru Papers 


The example set by the heirs of Sir Asutosh was followed by a number of 
donors, We have now a series of gift collections in the library: the Ramdas 
Sen Collection (1950), the Hidyat Hussain Collection (1952), the Tej 
Bahadur Sapru Papers (1952), the Barid Baran Mukherji Collection (1953), 
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the Zakarya Collection (1953), the Imambara Collection (1956), the 
Jadunath Sarkar Collection (1959), the Surendranath Sen Collection (1960), 
the Vaiyapuri Pillai Collection (1960)—to name only a few of the major 
gift collections. The library also receives a considerable number of books 
from foreign governments and institutions, 
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In 1904 the Librarian of the Imperial Library thought of introducing a 
system!of exchange with governments and institutions in foreign countries. 
‘The first result of this attempt was an arrangement with the Library of 
Congress through the Smithsonian Institute in 1907. Since then the library 
has been receiving publications on exchange from various countries; it has 
exchange agreements with 137 institutions in 47 countries. 





Exhibitions of books, manuscripts and other material are held in 
the Exhibition Hall of the main building at Belvedere . . . 
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... These exhibitions are organized on various occasions—the birth 
or death centenary of an important personality, important dates in Indian 
history, congresses, conferences and seminars . . - 


. . The exhi 





ibition. sectio 





vith the help 





the display and layout of exhibits. 


of other divisions, looks after 
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‘The auditorium is meant for seminars, 


meetings, lectures, filmshows and 
the like. It can seat 200. 











The library attracts many distinguished visitors. Educ. 
librarians, religious leaders, Prime Ministers make 
library when visiting Calcutta. 


ationists, scientists, 





time to come to the 











The Golden Jubilee celebr; 
coincided with the formal oj 


ations of the library on 1 February 1953 happily 
pening of the library at its new site at Belvedere. 


















CATALOGUES OF THE Narionat. Liprary 


MNS per cence atclagat 66 elaed’ books in Eoropean 
with a supplementary list of newspapers, vol. |—A-L. Calcutta, 
ES epee 

‘ author-catalogue published by the Library 
covering entries for authors beginning with letters A to L. 





eee: HF to: 1. 453-822 p. 30x 24 cm. 
of the first author catalogue published Library, 





cations acquired up to the end of 


Author-Catalogue of printed books in European languages; vol. 
Calcutta, [the Library], 1943, 1 p. 1., 1545-1958 p. 25.5cm. 
Contains entries for authors beginning with letters I to L o 
cations acquired up to the end of 1938. = 


Author-Catalogue of printed books in 


European 
Cateua, (the Library), 1858 2 p. Hee SE es 
Contains entries for authors beginning with deter, M- 
catalogued up to the end of December 1950. 


Author-Catalogue of printed A 
peepee ete act 1954. 2 p. 1., 2585-311 
for authors beginning with 





languages; supplement 
, 1975. 4p. 1., 471 p. 24.5.cm. 
5 nares 


he 





























© The National Library of India: “golden 10 
February, 1953. Calcutta, [the Library], 1953. 3 p. 1., 5 


26.521 cm. 2 
Contents: History, growth and future of 








